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I am always happy to hear from residents with any questions about these or other issues 
relating to the District Council. Please contact me by telephone on 07768 706670 or by 
email at cllr.hobro@scambs.gov.uk.

Further £200,000 proposed for cost of living support

Plans for a further cost of living support package for residents, worth more than £200,000, 
have been published by South Cambridgeshire District Council. The proposals include a 
roadshow of cost of living talks, support to transform some Warm Hubs into Community 
Wellbeing Hubs, increasing awareness of Council Tax support, more free energy saving 
appliances and the creation of a South Cambridgeshire Sustainable Food Network. The 
plans will be presented to Cabinet on 20 March.

The proposals build on a package of almost £400,000 of support agreed by the Council in 
November. Just over half of that initial funding came from the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Integrated Care System (ICS) to support community-based programmes. 
The new plans set out the Council’s next steps for cost-of-living support. The ICS have 
indicated that they will provide further grant funding that the Council will bid for, to continue
projects for the next financial year. These will continue to focus on prevention of poor 
health resulting from financial hardship and living in cold homes.

The roadshow of cost of living talks, organised in partnership with parish councils, will 
highlight support available to the most vulnerable, to improve the reach and uptake of 
grants and other support services.

25 Warm Hubs have been running across South Cambridgeshire this winter, with more 
than 2,000 visits recorded up to the start of February. Run by Cambridgeshire ACRE, they 
are free cosy spaces which residents of all ages can visit to socialise, work, and catch up 
with friends. Some would evolve into Community Wellbeing Hubs, offering more services.

A large-scale Council Tax communications campaign is being proposed, to increase the 
awareness of financial help towards Council Tax bills.

There are also plans to expand the scheme to provide free energy-saving appliances next 
winter to residents who are only just managing. So far this winter, more than 300 residents 
have been provided with either a slow cooker, electric blanket, or both by the Council. A 
charitable giving fund, which residents can donate towards as part of this scheme, has 
raised nearly £2,000 and remains open.

Funds are also being proposed for a Sustainable Food Network. The idea would be to link-
up all the existing foodbanks in the district, creating a support network to distribute food 
that would otherwise be thrown away. The network would also team up with local farmers 
to donate excess food that is not suitable for supermarkets, encourage communities to 
grow fresh vegetables for the most vulnerable, and promote healthy, more sustainable 
eating.
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Budget and business plan for 2023/24 

The District Council’s goals to help residents and businesses, and the budget for 2023/24 
were approved in a meeting of the Full Council on 21 February.

Goals for helping local residents include:

• Reducing fly-tipping through cameras and prompt investigation.
• Civil Parking Enforcement in South Cambridgeshire.
• Helping older people live independently with a new Mobile Warden scheme.
• Bringing forward community buildings at Northstowe.
• Supporting the health and wellbeing of residents with grants for local projects.
• Continued support for the Homes for Ukraine scheme to help guests who have 

arrived in the past year to move into more independent living arrangements.

Goals for helping business include:

• Supporting small business growth with space at the Council’s Cambourne office.
• Advising businesses on how to become greener.
• Promoting local businesses, with funding, tailored support and resources.
• Continuing to support and help establish South Cambridgeshire local markets.

The Council’s environmental goals include:

• Address water scarcity in Greater Cambridge.
• Distribute up to £125,000 as part of the Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme.
• Provide grants to villages for more tree planting.
• Award up to £50,000 in grants for electric vehicle charging at community buildings.
• Continue with plans for a solar farm to power electric bin lorries at Waterbeach.
• Replace bin lorries as they come to the end of their lives with greener vehicles.

Council Tax for 2023/24

A below-inflation £5 per year increase in Council Tax for the average Band D home will 
ensure essential frontline services continue to be delivered effectively. This is an increase 
of around 10p per week, which maintains the Council’s position in the lowest 25% of taxing
District Councils in the country.

Housing plans for 2023/24

The Council’s Housing Revenue Account is ring-fenced and used to maintain its stock of 
around 5,600 Council homes. Plans for housing include:

• Having doubled the number of new Council homes built from 35 in 2019/20 to 70 in 
2021/22, the new target is for at least 75 new energy-efficient Council homes to be 
delivered every year.

• During the next two years, more than £2 million has been allocated to continue to 
upgrade existing housing stock, as part of continuing carbon reduction efforts.



By-election in Cottenham Ward

A by-election for the role of South Cambridgeshire District Councillor for Cottenham and 
Rampton will take place on Thursday 16 March. This follows the sad loss of Dr John 
Loveluck, who served as one of the two District Councillors for Cottenham ward.

The person elected on 16 March will represent the ward until May 2026, when all the seats
on South Cambridgeshire District Council will be up for election again.

Debate Not Hate campaign

South Cambridgeshire District Council has voiced its cross-party support for the Local 
Government Association’s Debate Not Hate campaign with a motion that was unanimously
supported at the Full Council meeting in February.

The move comes amid local government figures which reveal that nationally seven in ten 
councillors have experienced abuse and intimidation in the last 12 months and one in ten 
experience abuse frequently.

Debate Not Hate is raising public awareness of the role of councillors in local communities,
and aims to encouraging healthy debate and improve support for local politicians facing 
abuse and intimidation.

Committee on Standards in Public Life report: ‘Leading in Practice’

On 24 January, the independent Committee on Standards in Public Life published ‘Leading
in Practice’, a new report which shares examples and case studies gathered from public 
and private sector organisations on maintaining ethical organisational practices.  Lord 
Evans, Chair of the Committee on Standards in Public Life, has written an open letter to 
public sector leaders to prompt reflection and discussion on the importance of ethical 
leadership in the UK.  The report has identified 20 questions for leaders to help them 
reflect on whether there is more they can do to support their people to think about the 
Principles of Public Life and integrate them into all aspects of how their organisation 
operates.

Report:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-committee-on-standards-in-public-life-publishes-
new-report-leading-in-practice

Correspondence:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letter-to-public-sector-leaders-on-
ethical-leadership
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New NHS ‘Feel Brighter’ Campaign

‘Feel Brighter’ is a new NHS campaign that aims to reach out to older people aged 65 and 
over, who may be struggling with their mental health but don’t know where to turn for 
advice, support and to find out what services are available locally. The new campaign aims
to encourage older people who have symptoms such as anxiety, loneliness, or low mood 
to reach out and access free NHS Talking Therapies and other support to help them feel 
brighter again. NHS Talking Therapies are effective treatments that involve speaking with 
an experienced mental health professional to understand feelings and learn ways to 
manage them. Sessions are totally confidential and can be one-to-one, in a group, online, 
or over the phone.

To find out more, simply visit the Feel Brighter webpage at www.cpics.org.uk/feel-brighter 
for more information about NHS Talking Therapies, other support available, and how to 
refer yourself.  Alternatively you can telephone 0300 300 0055 to make an initial referral. 
Phone lines are available 9am–4pm, Monday to Friday (closed on Bank Holidays).

Environmental Improvement Plan 2023 published

The government has published a five-year delivery plan to restore nature and improve the 
environmental quality of the air, our waters and land.  The delivery plan builds on the vision
set out five years ago in the 25 Year Environment Plan, and sets out the government’s 
approach to halting and then reversing the decline in natural habitats.  From 
November 2023, environmental protection and enhancement will be embedded into the 
design and development of new policy across government.

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ambitious-roadmap-for-a-cleaner-
greener-country

Plan: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan

Framework: https://oifdata.defra.gov.uk/

Alternative Fuel Payment scheme launched

On 6 February, households across Great Britain who don’t use mains gas for heating 
started receiving £200 towards their energy bills as the Alternative Fuel Payment (AFP) 
scheme launches.  The vast majority will get the £200 AFP credited automatically through 
their electricity supplier.  A small minority of customers, such as those living in park homes 
or on static houseboats with no direct energy supplier, will need to apply to receive the 
payment through an online portal that will launch later this month.

From 8 February, energy suppliers have been making payments to businesses and both 
public and voluntary sector organisations that use alternative fuels to heat their buildings.  
A credit of £150 will be provided to eligible customers across the UK through the Non-
Domestic Alternative Fuel Payment scheme. Energy suppliers will deliver this support up 
to 10 March, with most customers expected to have received the payment in February.

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/households-businesses-and-
organisations-off-the-gas-grid-to-receive-energy-bill-support-over-the-coming-weeks
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Government announcement: Awaab’s Law

On 9 February DLUHC announced that social housing landlords will have to investigate 
and fix damp and mould in their properties within strict new time limits. The Government 
has tabled amendments to the Social Housing Regulation Bill to introduce ‘Awaab’s Law’, 
which will require landlords to fix reported health hazards within specified timeframes. The 
move comes in the wake of the death of two-year-old Awaab Ishak, caused by the damp 
and mould in his home.  A consultation will be launched later this year to set the 
timeframes within which landlords will have to act to investigate hazards and make repairs.
The new rules will form part of the tenancy agreement, so tenants can hold landlords to 
account by law if they fail to provide a decent home.

Press release: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-deliver-awaabs-law

Community Ownership Fund, Round 2

On 15 February DLUHC announced the third application window of Round 2 for the 
Community Ownership Fund. The government is providing £150 million over four years to 
support community groups in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to take 
ownership of assets and amenities at risk of being lost.  Voluntary and community groups 
can apply for match funding to acquire important assets and run them for the benefit of the 
local community. The Fund will run until 2024/25 and DLUHC intend to run 3 bidding 
windows each year for applicants to submit a full application to the Fund.  The deadline for
applications for this funding round is 14 April 2023 at 11:59am. DLUHC will aim to 
communicate outcomes of applications in summer 2023.

Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-ownership-fund-round-
2-application-form-assessment-criteria-guidance

Prospectus: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-ownership-fund-
prospectus

Businesses urged to get ready for reforms to cut packaging waste

On 28 February DEFRA announced that reporting requirements for the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) scheme for packaging have now come into force. EPR requires firms 
that supply household packaging to be responsible for the costs of dealing with packaging 
waste. Producers will be required to pay an EPR fee towards the costs of collecting and 
managing household packaging waste, currently borne by councils.  Councils are 
encouraged to share this information with businesses in their area.

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/businesses-urged-to-get-ready-for-
reforms-to-cut-packaging-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/deposit-return-scheme-for-drinks-containers-moves-
a-step-closer

Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-collect-your-packaging-data-for-extended-
producer-responsibility
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/packaging-waste-prepare-for-extended-producer-
responsibility
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