
Introduction to the January 2023 parish e-bulletin  

Welcome to the January 2023 parish e-bulletin from South Cambridgeshire District 

Council. As usual, it covers important notices we would like to draw your attention to, 

from across the Council. We of course continue to send you separate regular 

updates regarding the Council’s support for the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 
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Updates from the Communities team 

£20,000 for Community Chest Grant applications relating to the cost of living 
crisis 

This is a reminder that our Community Chest Grant Scheme criteria has been 

expanded to support projects to help residents deal with the cost of living crisis. 

Community groups can now apply for up to £2,000 until April 2023. Examples could 

include repair cafés where the local community can help in getting household items 

fixed for free; Timebanking projects (an exchange-based work trading system in 

which hours are the currency, instead of money); lunch clubs for those in need 

(excludes the cost of food); initiatives that educate individuals on reducing food 

waste and cooking low-cost meals; setting up/running a group where people can 

obtain free furniture, clothing, food, toys; establishing or building the capacity of food 

hubs, food banks, or community fridges; Capital costs needed to set up a warm hub.  

 

Below is a summary table of all Community Chest funds (including ring fenced 

themes) remaining in the budget for this this financial year. 

 

 Date fund expires Remaining funds 

Community Chest  31 March 2023 £12,536.47 

Biodiversity (ringfenced fund) 31 March 2023 £17,264.41 

Community-Led Plans (ringfenced 
fund) 

October 2023 £46,000 

Cost- Of Living (ringfenced fund)  31 March 2023 £20,000 

Total - £95,800.88 

 

If you have any questions, please email community.chest@scambs.gov.uk. 



VAT Guidance  

We would like to bring to your attention the following VAT guidance which applies to 

all town and parish councils and may be useful to read before making any grant 

applications either to the Council or externally. It explains: 

1. Which activities are business or non-business for VAT purposes 

2. The VAT registration requirements 

3. When you can reclaim VAT incurred on costs that relate to their non-business 

activities.  

If you are thinking about undertaking a community project, you can read about the 

grants we offer on our website.  

Community forums spring 2023 dates  

A reminder that the prospective dates for the 2023 calendar of forums have been 

published. Once the details for each forum have been confirmed, they will be 

updated on our website, as well as creating Facebook events and social media posts 

for each forum that can be shared with your community. The A428 Cluster – Bourn 

Airfield and A428 Cluster – Cambourne Forums are under review - there will be 

discussion at the first forum about the format of these events. 

 

Spring 2023 dates: 

• Wednesday 22 February - Cambridge East 

• Wednesday 1 March - North West and West Cambridge 

• Wednesday 8 March - A428 Cluster – Bourn Airfield 

• Wednesday 8 March - A428 Cluster – Cambourne  

• Wednesday 15 March - Waterbeach 

• Wednesday 22 March - North East Cambridge 

• Wednesday 29 March - Northstowe 

 

We encourage all parish councils and residents impacted by these developments to 

attend. Please note, these dates are subject to change based on local conditions. 

Always check individual forum webpages for confirmation of dates, agendas, and 

format. For more information, please see our forums webpage. You can register for 



updates by visiting a forum’s webpage and completing the registration form. If you 

would like to get in touch with any feedback or suggestions, please email 

duty.communities@scambs.gov.uk.  

Finding helpers for Community Groups 

CCVS are running a free workshop on Finding helpers for community groups on 9 

February at 6pm online. If you know of any small groups who don’t necessarily have 

formal processes in place for recruiting volunteers, please could you share the above 

link with them. If you have any questions, you can email CCVS on 

enquiries@cambridgecvs.org.uk.  

Support Cambridgeshire Funding Week 2023 

Support Cambridgeshire partnership, which comprises Hunts Forum and CCVS, is 

very excited to bring the second year of this countywide event to Cambridgeshire 

organisations, including town and parish councils, in cooperation with Community 

Matters Yorkshire. 

 

The event, which takes place over 3 days (14 to 16 March) looks at different types of 

funding sources and how you can apply. Open and accessible to any organisation, 

come and listen to the speakers who interest you. Find out more on the Support 

Cambridgeshire website.  

Update from Greater Cambridge Shared Planning: Local Plan 
update  

We recently published an update about our Greater Cambridge Local Plan with 

Cambridge City Council. You can read the news release on our website.  

Key Amnesty 2023 

We are running a Key Amnesty campaign from 1 to 28 February called 

#DoTheRightThing. People who are misusing Council properties are being offered 

a one-off opportunity to #DoTheRightThing and return their keys without facing 



criminal proceedings during a month-long crackdown. It gives tenants the opportunity 

to voluntarily hand in their keys, for a limited time, with no further action taken.  

 

#DoTheRightThing is targeting people who: 

• Have provided false information on application forms for housing.  

• Anyone illegally subletting, where the tenant moves out then rents the 

property to someone else, usually at a higher rent.  

• Right To Buy fraud, where people do not meet the criteria to buy their property 

but make false applications to benefit from a discount.  

• Tenants who fail to use the property as the only or principal home as well as 

those who abandon homes without following the proper process.  

• Moved out of Council properties to create a family bubble during the Covid 

pandemic, who wish to remain living with relatives.  

 

Additionally, it is urging people who suspect housing fraud to #DoTheRightThing 

and report it using the online form or emailing fraud@scambs.gov.uk. You can find 

out more about the campaign on our website.  

Updates from the Greater Cambridge Shared Waste team 

Changes to household battery recycling collections 

Adjustments to our bin lorries mean that residents can now receive a weekly battery 

collection by leaving batteries on their blue, green or black bins. To aid crews, 

residents are now asked to place batteries in a sealed or tied small plastic bag and 

place this loose on top of the bin lid, rather than tying it to the bin handle. This will 

help crews to collect them more efficiently. Batteries must never be put inside bins, 

where they can be damaged and catch fire. For any queries, please email 

refuse@scambs.gov.uk. For more information, please see our news release.  

Upholstered seating in Bulky waste collections 

Following a previous update, we are still working on a permanent solution to collect 

POP (Persistent Organic Pollutant) upholstered seating, including sofas, armchairs, 

desk chairs, footstalls. These are currently being collected in a separate vehicle, so 



they are not compacted but there are two less slots available each day to monitor the 

volume. This will be addressed on a weekly basis and increased again if necessary. 

We will update you in due course with the permanent solution. The collection of 

these items from a resident’s point of view has not changed. For any queries, please 

email refuse@scambs.gov.uk. 

Update from Elections: Changes to Voter ID 

Look out for an article in the next issue of South Cambs magazine for information on 

the new voter ID requirements. From 4 May 2023, voters will be required to show an 

accepted form of photo ID to vote in person at their polling station. There are no 

scheduled elections taking place in South Cambs this year, but these new 

requirements will apply at any by-elections or referendums in the district after 4 May. 

 

Please see the Electoral Commission’s website for further information or please 

email elections@scambs.gov.uk if you have any questions.  

Updates from the Business Support and Development team 

Visit South Cambs 

Visitsouthcambs.co.uk is our website dedicated to the tourism, hospitality and leisure 

sector in the district. Local businesses, events and markets can enjoy free listings, 

reaching a monthly audience of over 1,000 unique visitors. 

Low carbon webinar 

The Business Support and Development Team is hosting a webinar exploring what 

businesses need to think about when reviewing their carbon footprint, why it’s 

important for business to reduce it and what practical support is available to help on 

their journey towards net zero. 

Thermal imaging camera 

Thermal imaging cameras are available to borrow from South Cambridgeshire 

District Council to help residents and businesses find where warmth is leaking from 



their buildings and identify how they can reduce heat loss to save money and stay 

warmer. 

 

For more information on thermal imaging cameras and how to borrow a device from 

us, visit our website or email thermal.imagery@scambs.gov.uk. 

Update from Licensing: Street Trading Policy 

In April 2022, we introduced a Street Trading Policy which introduced a brand-new 

regime. The full policy can be accessed on our website. 

 

Street Trading relates to the selling, exposing, or offering for sale of any article 

(including a living thing) in a street; and the supplying of or the offering to supply any 

service in a street. 

 

A street includes any road, highway verge, footway, beach, or other area to which 

the public have access without payment (such as a pub car park). All streets within 

the district (except the A11 and A14) shall be designated as consent streets for the 

purposes of street trading, except for land owned by the Council (County, District or 

Parish/Town). 

There are two categories of street trading consents: 

• Standard Consent, which can be  

o Static – where the trader is operating on a fixed pitch for more than 4 

½ hours in any 24-hour period 

o Mobile Consent - trading at any one pitch for up to 4 ½ hours in any 

24-hour period 

o Laybys – typically trading fixed hours in one location throughout the 

week. 

• Consented Premises - These are areas that are privately owned, operated 

and managed to which the public have access without payment, these 

include, but are not limited to, car parks and other areas attached the public 

houses. This is a consent issued to a premises to enable a single location to 

be used by different consented premises traders on an ad-hoc basis to 

complement their primary business. This consent may be suitable for pop-up 



food traders and also non-food articles, such as Christmas trees. Any 

individual wishing to trade in these areas must be registered as a consented 

premises trader. Once issued, the consent will enable the trader to trade at 

any consented premises within the South Cambridgeshire District. 

 

Parish/Town Councils will be notified of an application for a standard or consented 

premises, and you will be given 21 days to make a representation. The policy does 

not permit this time period to be extended, and a representation must be based on 

one or more of the following - public safety, public nuisance or general. The 

categories are specified in the policy.   

 

Once a consent has been issued, if there are concerns such as public nuisance, or 

conditions not being adhered to, then the consent may be revoked. 

As this is a new policy, Officers do try to engage with traders, however, what would 

be extremely helpful would be yourselves as parish councils acting as our eyes and 

ears, and if you do see any traders operating, or perhaps know of an open space, or 

private owned location that may benefit from a street trading operation, please do let 

the Licensing Team know by emailing licensing@scambs.gov.uk. 

Coronation of King Charles III event advice 

As you are aware there will be an additional Bank Holiday weekend this year (6 to 8 

May) to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles III. Clearly with it being the 

Coronation and the extended bank holiday, we are sure there will be lots of events 

taking place. Therefore, it is very important for us to ensure these are planned 

properly and both emergency services and highways partners are updated, and any 

necessary plans put in place as early as possible. 

  

If your parish is intending to hold an event to celebrate this momentous day, we 

would be grateful if you could share your plans/documents with us no later than 21 

April. Attached in the email is a Coronation Presentation of points to consider when 

planning your event and would be grateful if you could notify us to give us an idea of 

your plans, numbers etc in plenty of time. You can find out more on our website or by 

emailing sag@scambs.gov.uk.  



Appeal from London Hearts: Grants available for community 
defibrillators 

The devastating effects of the Covid19 crisis along with recent televised events has 

highlighted the fact that Cardiac Arrest does not discriminate and can happen to 

anyone, of any age, at any time. The statistics are alarming - Cardiac Arrest kills 

over 60,000 people, of all ages, in the UK each year. If a heart defibrillator is used 

within 3 to 5 minutes of a cardiac arrest, the chance of survival increases from 6% to 

a huge 74%. 

  

We are currently offering Charity Grant Funding towards the cost of each Defibrillator 

we supply. With every Defibrillator, we also provide free online CPR/Defibrillator 

awareness training. Equipment is available now. 

 

If you have any queries, please contact Jess on 02070432493 or by emailing 
jess@londonhearts.org. To receive further information on the Defibrillators we supply 
along with a non-obligatory quote, simply complete our short online application.  

Care Together 

Care Together is a countywide programme to support older people living in their own 
communities and homes for longer. It’s part of a vision to create a fairer and more 
caring Cambridgeshire. It is being led by Cambridgeshire County Council alongside 
partners and local communities and includes support for local care micro-
enterprises.   
 
To help us create the best services, we are inviting residents over the age of 55, or 
looking after a person over 55, to complete an online survey. For a paper copy, call 
01954 286 002 Monday to Friday, 9am to 2pm, or 
email care.together@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.   
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