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I am always happy to hear from residents with any questions about these or other issues 
relating to the District Council. Please contact me by telephone on 07768 706670 or by 
email at cllr.hobro@scambs.gov.uk.

Greater Cambridge Local Plan

The First Proposals for the emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan were published in 
2021. Following a full consultation on these proposals, the planning authority has been 
moving towards producing a draft Local Plan this year. A report   with an update on the   
development strategy has just been published by the Joint Director of Planning, and this 
will be considered by the District Council’s Scrutiny and Overview Committee on 
12 January and by Cabinet on 6 February.

This report confirms the development strategy from the First Proposals, with its focus on 
delivering the required housing and infrastructure in a sustainable manner, and on 
environmental protection, particular with regard to water supply. It confirms key strategic 
sites in Northeast Cambridge, East Cambridge and near the Biomedical Campus.

As required by the National Planning Policy Framework, the report includes an objective 
assessment of development needs for the plan period. This has identified an increase in 
the expected number of jobs of around 8000 over the First Proposals, principally due to 
the unexpected resilience of our local economy throughout the pandemic, with a 
corresponding increase in the housing requirement.

There will be a Zoom webinar to provide information on this update on Wednesday 
18 January at noon, to which all residents are invited.

Grants for new community electric vehicle chargers

A new grant scheme has been set up by the District Council to help provide more public 
charging points for electric vehicles (EV) at village halls and other community buildings. 
Grants of up to £5,000 are available towards the cost of installing an EV charger at a 
community building in the district.

Once installed, people can use the EV chargers by downloading an app and buying 
charging time on their mobile phone.

Grant applications will be assessed on deliverability and positive impact. Chargers must be
publicly accessible and funding will be allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. 
Projects must demonstrate there is a demand for an EV charger.

Initial funding of up to £20,000 is available to be awarded before the end of March 2023. If 
the initial fund proves successful, South Cambridgeshire District Council will seek to 
continue funding support for community charging points after that date.
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Tribute to Cllr Dr John Loveluck

I am very sorry to report that Dr John Loveluck, District Councillor for Cottenham Ward, 
died suddenly on New Year’s Day. John had recently retired to focus on his family and 
District Council commitments. I sat with John at several recent council meetings and will 
greatly miss his good humour, courtesy and dedication to his role as councillor. His loss is 
a real tragedy and my thoughts are with his family.

GCP Making Connections Consultation

In September the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) published their first proposal for a
more comprehensive bus network to be rolled out from 2023, with more frequent services, 
a simpler, lower fare structure, and a Sustainable Travel Zone in Cambridge.

A consultation on the plans was launched in October and closed on 23 December. More 
than 23,000 responses were received via the online response form, the largest response 
to any GCP consultation so far. In addition, nearly 900 emails were received and over 100 
stakeholder responses submitted following over 100 public meetings, virtual and outreach 
events as well as 50 focus group events. Work will now begin to analyse the huge amount 
of information collected, including the many written answers which were an important 
feature of the survey.

The results of the consultation will be included in a final report on the proposals and next 
steps, scheduled for the GCP Board in June 2023.  At that time, the GCP Board will make 
a recommendation to Cambridgeshire County Council on how to proceed. In the 
meantime, the conversation about how we should be improving transport for our area will 
of course continue. As always, I would be very happy to hear your views.

Planning compliance consultation

The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning team plays a vital role in managing 
development, but it can only achieve its objectives alongside an effective planning 
compliance service. As part of their commitment to delivering an efficient and effective 
planning compliance regime, the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service has drafted 
a new Planning Compliance Policy that will serve South Cambridgeshire District Council 
and Cambridge City Council.

We are now consulting on this policy for a period of six weeks. The consultation will close 
on 20 January 2023. You can read and c  omment on the policy   online   or email 
compliance@greatercambridgeplanning.org if you have any questions.

mailto:compliance@greatercambridgeplanning.org
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£1.76 million secured under Shared Prosperity Fund

Eight projects that will benefit communities and businesses and increase job opportunities 
in South Cambridgeshire have been awarded around £1.76 million in Government funding.

The money has been secured from the Government’s Shared Prosperity Fund. 

During the summer, the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority, working 
with the local city and district councils, submitted to Government an investment plan 
detailing how a range of projects across the area could be funded under the scheme.

It has now been confirmed that 40 projects across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough will 
receive a total of around £10 million in funding.

P  rojects funded for South Cambridgeshire   include:

• £300,000 towards improving South Cambridgeshire’s High Streets, with the District 
Council planning to consult with parish councils and residents of larger High 
Streets, along with community building and village hall committees, to implement 
changes that are agreed following those discussions.

• Around £270,000 towards skills training for small and medium sized businesses.

• £150,000 towards a scheme to improve community gardens and green spaces in 
communities, improving quality of life and health. This project will allow communities
in areas of identified need to acquire, design, build and maintain community parks 
and growing spaces with professional support coordinated community action.

• £100,000 funding for a scheme based in libraries to support business start-ups, 
including a focus on females and ethnic minorities looking to establish and grow 
their own enterprises.

• £100,000 to support new business start-ups with grant funding.

The funding is now due to start being received this financial year, ending by March 2025.

Support for Ukraine

Last month the District Council launched a major campaign to appeal for more hosts in 
South Cambridgeshire and the city of Cambridge to support families from Ukraine. Anyone
who can offer a spare room and warm welcome is being asked to text ROOM to 88802 so 
that the councils can support them through the process and match hosts to guests who 
have already started to settle in the local area.

T  he government is now offering   an increased ‘Thank you’ payment of £500 a month for 
Ukrainian guests who have been in the country for over a year. ‘Thank you’ payments will 
also be extended from 12 months to two years, so that guests who may not yet be ready to
move into independent accommodation can stay in sponsorship for longer where sponsors
are willing to extend arrangements.  Extra funding has also been made available to help 
councils support Ukrainian guests to move into their own homes and reduce the risk of 
homelessness.

For more information, please see the council’s Support for Ukraine page.

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/support-for-ukraine/
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Toolkit to maximise the benefits of trees and woodlands

A new Trees and Woodland Strategy Toolkit has been published, funded by Defra, and co-
created by The Tree Council, Forestry Commission, Fera Science, and Forest Research. 
Released during National Tree Week, it aims to help councils create or update Trees and 
Woodland Strategies (TAWS) and includes guidance and case studies from councils in 
England. It also highlights how councils can draw on current government funding for tree 
planting, to enhance treescapes for local communities and respond to climate change and 
biodiversity loss.  The Tree Council and partners will be hosting an online event to 
introduce the toolkit to councils on 16 January 2023. The event will be followed by a series
of face-to-face regional workshops to further support councils develop their strategy. 
Participants can register for the online launch event at the link below.

Councils who are interested in participating in these events and the ongoing programme of
research, should get in touch with The Tree Council at 
scienceandresearch@treecouncil.org.uk

Toolkit:
https://treecouncil.org.uk/what-we-do/science-and-research/tree-strategies/

Sign-up:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-introduction-to-the-newly-published-trees-woodland-
strategy-toolkit-tickets-474293242857

StreetLink service helps rough sleepers

StreetLink is a website, mobile phone app, and phone service which enables members of 
the public in England and Wales to send an alert when they see someone sleeping rough. 
Alerts are referred onto the relevant council or outreach team who use the information to 
find the person and connect them to local support services that can help to end their 
homelessness.  StreetLink has a key role to play in extreme weather, linking people 
experiencing rough sleeping with appropriate support to ensure that rough sleeping is 
prevented wherever possible.  Councils are encouraged to promote StreetLink as part of 
their local winter provision campaign. Councils can find StreetLink promotional materials 
linked below.  In August, Homeless Link (which delivers StreetLink in partnership with St 
Mungo’s) published the Winter Provision and Severe Weather Emergency Protocol 
(SWEP) Toolkit 2022-23. The toolkit includes practical guidance, tools, and good practice 
examples for councils and providers of SWEP and winter provision.

More information: https://www.streetlink.org.uk/
Resources: https://homeless.org.uk/knowledge-hub/streetlink-promotional-resources/
Toolkit:
https://homelesslink-1b54.kxcdn.com/media/documents/
SWEP_and_Winter_Provision_Toolkit_2022_JP020822_002.pdf

Guidance:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/seasonal-health/keep-warm-keep-well
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/operating-principles-for-night-shelters
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/1115873/2022-to-2023-cold-weather-plan-for-England.pd  f  
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Domestic Abuse Housing Accreditation 

Two years ago, the Council signed up to complete its Domestic Abuse Housing 
Accreditation (DAHA). The accreditation was not limited to Housing Services but covered 
the whole organisation and involved a thorough review of policies and procedures for staff 
and customers. More importantly, the accreditation was part of the Council’s goal to 
change the culture around domestic abuse and embed a survivor led approach. This 
included training for staff and members, publicity and awareness campaigns and the 
introduction of Domestic Abuse Support Champions within teams.

At the start of December, the Council was officially assessed against the DAHA standards, 
and has been officially accredited. The Assessor’s report stated, “All involved should be 
incredibly proud of this achievement as it is evident that a great deal of work and 
commitment has gone into adopting and embedding the standards across the relevant
departments, and indeed, wider across the organisation. We are very proud to have 
awarded South Cambs District Council DAHA Accreditation, thank you for such a positive 
assessment process and experience – it was a joy to meet with so many passionate and 
dedicated people doing such great work.”

Avian influenza update

The government has launched a new online system for reporting dead wild birds and 
published guidance on when and how to report them. In November, the government 
announced mandatory housing measures for all poultry and captive birds to all areas of 
England.  The housing measures legally require all bird keepers to keep their birds indoors
and to follow stringent biosecurity measures to help protect their flocks from the disease, 
regardless of type or size.  The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra), and the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), are working to spread 
awareness of the current England-wide housing order and biosecurity advice that all bird 
keepers should follow, to help stop the spread of the disease.  Councils are invited to 
spread the word by using the posters, social media videos and images linked below on 
their channels. Defra and APHA have also included example social media posts and 
hashtags for councils to use. Councils are also encouraged to download and print the 
posters to display in their local area.

Guidance and online system:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds

Resources:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/shre1kybtbtqs8of9aa6i/Avian-influenza-2022.paper?
dl=0&rlkey=b15r07b5t8pkxd65bzd3o2e0j
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-flu-avian-influenza-posters-for-bird-
keepers

Announcement:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-influenza-housing-order-to-be-introduced-
across-england

Latest situation:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/bird-flu-avian-influenza-latest-situation-in-england
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