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Councillor James Hobro
District Councillor for the parishes of Foxton, Fowlmere, Heydon, Great Chishill &
Little Chishill.

I am always happy to hear from residents with any questions about these or other issues 
relating to the District Council. Please contact me by telephone on 07768 706670 or by 
email at cllr.hobro@scambs.gov.uk.

New Centrebus 26 bus service

In September, Stagecoach made the shock announcement that it would discontinue 18 
bus services across Cambridgeshire from the end of October, including the 915 service 
from Royston to Cambridge via Melbourn, Fowlmere, Foxton and Harston. This is despite 
passenger numbers in the UK reaching 85% of their pre-pandemic levels and continuing to
recover. It comes at a time when we need these services more than ever due to the 
climate emergency and the rising cost of fuel.

This happened just when the Greater Cambridge Partnership launched its City Access 
consultation aimed at improving bus provision across the county. After the announcement 
from Stagecoach, I approached the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority, 
along with other local representatives, asking them to intervene urgently to restore the 
Royston–Cambridge service.

The Combined Authority undertook an urgent review with the aim of continuing as many as
possible of the routes terminated by Stagecoach, and pledged £1.7 million for this process.
On 25 October it was announced that the service will now be provided by Centrebus and 
will become the number 26 once again (follow this link for service information). 
Unfortunately, the frequency is now reduced to every 2 hours.

I believe that we need frequent, reliable and affordable buses in this area, and will 
continue to work with County Councillor Peter McDonald and other local representatives to
improve our options for bus travel.

The GCP has just published their first City Access proposals for a more comprehensive 
bus network to be rolled out from 2023, with more frequent services and a simpler, lower 
fare structure. The proposals are under consultation so please have your say.

By-election for Longstanton ward

A by-election was held on 3 November to elect two new district councillors for Longstanton
ward after two district councillors stood down. Councillors Natalie Warren-Green (Liberal 
Democrat) and Tom Bygott (Conservative) were elected. The next scheduled election for 
South Cambridgeshire District Council is in May 2026, when all the seats on the council 
will be up for election.

mailto:cllr.hobro@scambs.gov.uk
https://www.centrebus.info/bus-services/hertfordshire/26/
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/sustainable-transport-programme/city-access-programme/making-connections


Avian flu: birds must be kept inside

Poultry and captive bird owners must keep their birds inside from 7 November, as the 
country faces its biggest ever outbreak of avian flu. South Cambridgeshire District Council 
is urging local bird keepers, including pet bird owners, to keep their birds in lockdown and 
use strict biosecurity measures to help protect their flocks from the disease, regardless of 
type or size.

The lockdown housing measures legally require all keepers to ensure their birds are 
indoors and to follow stringent rules, such as keeping the number of people entering the 
bird enclosure to a minimum and using specific footwear that can be cleaned before and 
after entering the enclosure, just for dealing with the birds.

Following restrictions already in force for Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex avian bird flu has now 
been found in areas of Cambridgeshire.

To protect against the outbreak of avian bird flu, the Department of Environment, Food & 
Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has announced that from Monday 7 November all areas of England,
including South Cambridgeshire, require the mandatory housing of all poultry and captive 
birds. This includes pet chickens and ducks.

To achieve the requirements, birds must be kept in an area that is fully covered, so as not 
to allow wild birds to enter or their faeces to contaminate the area. Failure to comply with 
the housing measures set by DEFRA could result in a fine.

Further details can be found on the Gov.UK website.

Over the past year, the United Kingdom has faced its largest ever outbreak of avian flu 
with more than 200 cases confirmed since late October 2021. The introduction of the 
housing measures comes after the disease was detected at over 70 premises since the 
beginning of October, as well as multiple reports in wild birds.

Councillor Peter McDonald wins 2022 Award for Resilience and Recovery

The Local Government Information Unit hosts the annual Cllr Awards, the only national 
awards celebrating the work of councillors across the country. This year, Councillor Peter 
McDonald of South Cambridgeshire District Council won the Resilience and Recovery 
award, and is one of only six councillors in England and Wales to be recognised at this 
level. The judges highlighted his oversight of business grant funding which enabled 
Cambridgeshire’s unique business growth fund, supporting 102 local businesses. They 
were also impressed by the part this played in rapid rollout of electric vehicle and charging 
point technology.

Although Peter is our County Councillor here in Foxton ward, he also represents Duxford 
ward on the District Council.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-influenza-housing-order-to-be-introduced-across-england
https://lgiu.org/workstream/lgiu-ccla-cllr-awards-2022/


First Warm Hubs open

The first Warm Hubs have opened their doors this year as part of a new initiative to 
support communities in South and East Cambridgeshire this winter. In South 
Cambridgeshire, the first Warm Hubs opened at Gamlingay and Caldecote. Hardwick, 
Cottenham and Comberton will be the next villages to see Warm Hubs open up.

More hubs will open in November across both districts. Operated from community 
buildings, they are designed to support vulnerable and isolated people, as well as those on
lower incomes, at a time when the cost of living is a significant challenge. The new 
initiative has been developed by South and East Cambridgeshire District Councils and 
funded by NHS Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, as part of our local Integrated Care 
System. They are coordinated by Cambridgeshire ACRE – the charity dedicated to 
supporting and strengthening rural communities across Cambridgeshire.

Operating at the heart of local communities, the Warm Hubs concept has been designed to
offer warm, friendly and inclusive places with access to light refreshments. Hubs also 
provide residents with somewhere to socialise, take part in activities and receive 
information on how to reduce bills, access financial support, and stay healthy and well.

The activities and services available at Warm Hubs are operated by trained volunteers 
from within the local area who are individuals who understand the needs of the local 
communities.

I would be very interested in hearing from any residents who would like to see a Warm 
Hub anywhere in Foxton ward.

Bin lorry fire caused by batteries placed in wheelie bin

Residents are being reminded of the importance of disposing of batteries responsibly and 
correctly, after a fire in the back of a Greater Cambridge Shared Waste bin lorry on 6 
October. The fire involved a refuse collection vehicle that was collecting black bin (non-
recyclable) waste.

The cause of the fire is believed to have been batteries which were placed inside a black 
wheelie bin. When batteries are put into a wheelie bin, there is a danger they can split 
when mixed and compacted with other waste or recycling in the back of the collection lorry
– which can cause a fire.

The correct way to dispose of all types of portable household battery (for example, Li-ion, 
AA, C, D, button, laptop) is to put them inside a small plastic bag and attach that bag to the
handle of your blue bin for kerbside collection.

There are also collection points in all major retailers that sell batteries (e.g. supermarkets 
and electrical shops) and at recycling centres (e.g. Thriplow).

As is part of the usual safety procedure for an event like this, the waste in the back of the 
back of the vehicle was decanted onto the road to help contain the fire. The road was 
cleaned up as soon as possible after the fire.

https://www.cambsacre.org.uk/what-we-do-cambridgeshire-acre/warm-hubs/
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/cambridgeshire-and-peterborough-integrated-care-system/
https://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/cambridgeshire-and-peterborough-integrated-care-system/


New Council homes delivered across the district

South Cambridgeshire District Council and partners have delivered 22 new build Council 
homes across the district, further increasing the number of homes that are genuinely 
affordable for local people to live in.

There are 12 new properties in Swavesey, a mixture of affordable rent and shared 
ownership houses and apartments, eight in Waterbeach, which comprise affordable rent 
and shared ownership houses and maisonettes, and two affordable rent houses in 
Meldreth, with a further five affordable rent and shared ownership houses to be handed-
over in the coming weeks. All properties are built to a high specification with high levels of 
insulation and double-glazed windows to help reduce monthly costs of keeping the homes 
warm as winter approaches.

Affordable rent is capped at no more than 80% of the local market rent, including service 
charges where applicable. All properties have been marketed to people with a local 
connection to the villages in the first instance, before then being opened up in stages 
across the district.

South Cambridgeshire District Council owns and maintains around 5,500 Council homes. 
Further new build properties will become available soon in the villages of Sawston, Great 
Abington and Melbourn. You can apply for housing on the District Council website.

South Cambridgeshire marks 6 months of welcoming Ukrainian families

Ukrainian families continue to settle into life in South Cambridgeshire thanks to a range of 
grant-funded activities organised by the District Council including day trips, English 
classes, free laptops, books and bikes. 

Six months since the government launched its Homes For Ukraine scheme, the Council 
remains the top district in the country for hosting families, with 808 visas issued and 720 
guests arrived so far, since the government’s scheme began in March 2022. 

The council has provided extensive support to families fleeing the war with the help of local
partnerships including more than 340 items of free tech goods delivered such as 93 
laptops, 77 Chromebooks, 52 mobile phones and 124 SIM cards.

In addition, hundreds of English lessons have been given plus day trips to help people 
integrate into life in a new country.

The Council continues to keep hosts and guests in South Cambridgeshire connected with 
regular bulletin updates and has established an online welcome pack for new arrivals, 
alongside a dedicated web page offering extensive information. The Council has also set 
up dedicated Facebook pages for Hosts and guests, and is due to launch a dedicated 
Facebook group for young people.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1424735478018690
https://www.facebook.com/groups/406061360949032
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1321205785073830
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/support-for-ukraine/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/support-for-ukraine/i-am-a-guest-from-ukraine/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/housing/apply-for-housing/


First ever UK woodland natural flood management guide published

A new guide outlining how forests and woodlands can reduce the damaging effects and 
financial impact of flooding on vulnerable communities was published on 25 October by 
the Forestry Commission, Natural Resources Wales, Scottish Forestry and Northern 
Ireland Forest Service.  The new practice guide provides advice to landowners, forest and 
woodland managers, planners, practitioners and flooding authorities on how forests and 
woodlands can make a positive contribution to natural flood management and play a 
stronger role in flood mitigation.

Announcement:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-ever-uk-woodland-natural-flood-management-
guide-published

Air and water quality advice now available to all farmers in England

On 12 October, the government announced that farmers across England are now able to 
benefit from the advice of Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) advisers following the 
expansion of the programme.  Local CSF advisers provide confidential on-farm support 
and advice across the farming community to encourage uptake of new and existing 
agricultural schemes and help farmers comply with regulations. CSF is led by Natural 
England, in partnership with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Agency. Advisers offer a range of support including signposting to 
relevant sources of advice, grants available, offering one-to-one tailored advice, including 
a visit from an agricultural specialist, or running group training and on-farm events.  CSF 
also works in partnership with a range of organisations including councils, water 
companies, trade bodies and environmental organisations. Their work has included part-
funding advisers and tools to reach more farmers, enabling them to increase the resilience
of their farm businesses.  Further information and details on how farmers can speak to 
local advisers can be found at the link below.

Announcement:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/air-and-water-quality-advice-now-available-to-all-
farmers-in-england

Guidance and how to speak to local advisers:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-
pollution

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/air-and-water-quality-advice-now-available-to-all-farmers-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/air-and-water-quality-advice-now-available-to-all-farmers-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-ever-uk-woodland-natural-flood-management-guide-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-ever-uk-woodland-natural-flood-management-guide-published


New vaccine marketing campaign urges millions to boost their immunity this winter

The UK Health Security Agency has launched a new campaign urging millions of eligible 
people to get their flu and COVID-19 booster vaccines to top up their immunity. Almost 10 
million people in England have already received their boosters. Adverts will air across 
television, radio, social and digital media, stressing the importance of people getting both 
vaccines to increase their protection this winter. There will also be targeted 
communications for individuals with long-term health conditions, pregnant women and 
ethnic minority communities, with a particular focus on those with low vaccine confidence.  
The latest COVID-19 data has shown continued high rates of cases and hospitalisations in
recent weeks.  Cases of flu have climbed quickly in the past week, indicating that the 
season has started earlier than normal. This is leading to increased pressure on 
emergency departments, with rates of hospitalisations and ICU admissions rising fastest in
children under 5.  Around 33 million people are eligible for the flu vaccine and 26 million 
people are eligible for the COVID-19 booster.

News story:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-vaccine-marketing-campaign-urges-millions-to-
boost-their-immunity-this-winter

Campaign material: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YFEG1LjGxQFiNgSD7esXa97w0WFoWPkR

New professional standards and stricter regulation for social housing standards

The DLUHC has announced changes to the Social Housing Regulation Bill to improve 
housing quality for social housing tenants and help complaints to be dealt with quicker.

Measures include:

· Changes to the Social Housing Regulation Bill will strengthen the powers of the regulator

· All social landlords will be required to ensure that their staff meet competency standards

· Regulator to publish plan for regular inspections of largest landlords

The move comes as a result of amendments to the Social Housing Regulation Bill which 
completed Report Stage in the House of Lords yesterday.  DLUHC has also committed to 
consulting on a minimum energy efficiency standard in the social housing sector within six 
months of the Bill receiving Royal Assent.  Last month, £1.5 billion was made available for 
social housing providers and councils to make energy efficiency upgrades.

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-professional-standards-and-
stricter-regulation-to-drive-up-social-housing-standards

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YFEG1LjGxQFiNgSD7esXa97w0WFoWPkR
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-professional-standards-and-stricter-regulation-to-drive-up-social-housing-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-professional-standards-and-stricter-regulation-to-drive-up-social-housing-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-vaccine-marketing-campaign-urges-millions-to-boost-their-immunity-this-winter
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-vaccine-marketing-campaign-urges-millions-to-boost-their-immunity-this-winter


Funding for solar farm agreed

Plans for a solar farm which will power electric bin lorries used by the Greater Cambridge 
Shared Waste Service have taken a step forward, following confirmation that Cambridge 
City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council both have funding in-place.

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority has also outlined proposals to 
help fund the Waterbeach Renewable Energy Network (WREN) solar farm. The final 
Business Case and funding arrangements are due to be presented to the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Combined Authority for its decision at its November Board meeting on 
Monday 14 November.

In order to reach the net-zero aspirations of the Councils, Greater Cambridge Shared 
Waste must invest in electric or alternative fuel bin collection trucks. Greater Cambridge 
Shared Waste currently operates Cambridgeshire’s first electric bin lorry, which entered 
service in November 2020. A second electric bin lorry, which has a revolving body to help 
compact waste, has been collecting waste from streets across the city and district since 
June 2022. The new solar farm will enable these and other electric bin lorries to be 
charged using clean energy.

The programme proposed by Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire District Councils 
therefore includes a solar panel power plant on land adjacent to the Depot, along with a 
battery storage system, charging islands, cabling and other associated works to form a 
smart micro-grid.

There are approximately 50 bin lorries in the fleet. The solar project will allow for up to 
about 30 diesel trucks to be replaced with electric vehicles. The remainder will transition to
alternative fuel sources such as biofuels, where possible, as their operational requirements
(eg travel distances) cannot currently be fulfilled using the electric bin lorries available at 
the moment.

Currently the complete bin lorry fleet consumes around 695,000 liters of diesel fuel a year 
resulting in the emission of 1,800 tonnes of CO2 a year. The long-term goal is to replace 
the entire fleet with electrical or alternative fuel vehicles. 


